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New Members – Welcome! 

Joya Delgado Harris
Executive Director, Gold Standard, 
CEO Roundtable on Cancer

Brittany Avin McKelvey
Science Policy Analyst, 
Friends of Cancer Research

Robert Riter
Patient Advocate, 
Physical Sciences Oncology Center, Cornell University

Nathaniel Ferre
Program Administrator, 
Huntsman Cancer Institute

Marty Chakoian
Board Chair, ZERO and US TOO 
Prostate Cancer
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Today’s Talk

• NCI News and Updates 

• Research Advances 

• Cancer Moonshot 

• Budget Update 
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White House to Appoint New NCI Director
Dr. Monica Bertagnolli
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White House Forum on Childhood Cancer
In recognition of National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month
September 23, 2022

Community-driven event hosted by the White House 
Office of Science and Technology Policy 

Organized in collaboration with: 
• Alliance for Childhood Cancer 
• Coalition Against Childhood Cancer (CAC2)

NCI Panelists: 
• Dr. Greg Reaman, incoming Scientific Director, NCI 

Childhood Cancer Data Initiative (CCDI)
• Dr. Stephen Chanock, Director, NCI Division of Cancer 

Epidemiology & Genetics (DCEG)

Learn more: youtube.com/WhiteHouse

Photo: White House Office of Science and Technology Policy
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15th AACR Conference on the Science of Cancer Health Disparities 
in Racial/Ethnic Minorities and the Medically Underserved
September 16-19, 2022

Some take-home 
messages from my 
keynote address:

Addressing and overcoming 
(cancer) health disparities has 
become high profile with 
greater commitment.

We have made some 
progress, but still have a 
long way to go address this 
multifaceted problem.

We must be inclusive in 
our research and the 
cancer research 
workforce.

We all have a role to play – whether focused on the 
U.S. or low- and middle-income countries. Our roles 
can span a wide range of research: from technology 
development aimed at reducing disparities – to 
research on affected populations.
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Number of Cancer Survivors in U.S. Grows to 18M

• 18.1 million cancer survivors in 
the U.S. (as of January 2022) 

• 26 million by 2040 (projected)
• More than two-thirds are 65+

For more: Miller KD, et al. Cancer treatment and survivorship statistics, 2022. 
CA: A Cancer Journal for Clinicians. June 23, 2022. 

Age:

85+

75-84

65-74

50-64

<50

Source: NCI Office of Cancer Survivorship
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New study: Many types of physical activity 
may lower risk of death for older adults

For older adults (age 59-82) getting 
7.5-15 MET/week of physical activity, 

risk of death decreased – regardless 
of type of activity.

Watts EL, et al. Association of Leisure Time Physical Activity Types and Risks of All-Cause, Cardiovascular, 
and Cancer Mortality Among Older Adults. JAMA Network Open. August 24, 2022.

Credit: “Pickleball-5” by Ron B. CC BY 2.0
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NCI Intramural Research Program: 
Division of Cancer Epidemiology and Genetics (DCEG)

Learn more: dceg.cancer.gov
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Smoking Cessation in Cancer Patients
NCI Tobacco Control Monograph 23 (June 2022)

Smoking cessation in cancer patients is among the 
most effective treatment options for:
• improving the likelihood of survival, 
• quality of life, and
• overall health of cancer patients who smoke.

It is important for cancer care clinicians and 
patients to realize: 
• It is never too late to quit smoking.
• There are clear benefits to quitting smoking –

regardless of cancer type.

Lowy, et al. Treating Smoking in Cancer Patients: An Essential Component of Cancer Care. 
National Cancer Institute Tobacco Control Monograph 23. June 2022.
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Pembrolizumab Improves Survival in Advanced 
Triple-Negative Breast Cancer

Adding pembrolizumab (an immunotherapy) 
to chemotherapy can help some patients with 
advanced triple-negative breast cancer live 
longer, compared to receiving chemotherapy 
alone.

Cortes J, et al. Pembrolizumab plus Chemotherapy in Advanced Triple-Negative Breast Cancer. 
New England Journal of Medicine. July 21, 2022. 

FDA approved the combination therapy 
in 2020 for patients whose tumors have 
high levels of PD-L1 protein. 
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Ending 
Cancer 
As We 
Know It 
For All 
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President Biden Details Cancer Moonshot Progress 
On the 60th Anniversary of President Kennedy’s Moonshot Address
September 12, 2022

“Beating cancer is something we can do together. 
And that’s why I’m here today.”

“I believe we can usher in the same unwillingness 
to postpone, the same national purpose that will 
serve to organize and measure the best of our 
energies and skills to end cancer as we know it –
and even cure cancers once and for all.”

President Biden, September 12, 2022
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum
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Cancer Moonshot Next Phase 
Jumpstarting Three Programs

CANCER MOONSHOT 
SCHOLARS

TELEHEALTH

MULTI-CANCER DETECTION

Learn more: cancer.gov/moonshot
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Cancer Moonshot Scholars program

cancer.gov/moonshotscholars
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Telehealth Research Centers of Excellence

NCI will award $23 million to 4 academic 
institutions to establish centers of 
excellence to conduct research on how 
telehealth can contribute to improved 
cancer-related health care.

Four funded centers: 
• NYU Grossman School of Medicine 
• Northwestern University
• University of Pennsylvania 
• Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center

Supported by the Cancer Moonshot.

Learn more at: 
cancer.gov/moonshot
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Goal: Mimic at-risk population for the 
specific cancer studied

Need greater investment (e.g., community 
engagement)

More diversity among health care providers

Increasing enrollment of underrepresented groups to 
NCI clinical trials: New phase of Cancer Moonshot
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Increasing enrollment of underrepresented groups 
to NCI clinical trials: A long-term commitment

NCI Clinical Trials
NCORP: NCI Community Oncology 
Research Program

NCTN: NCI’s National Clinical 
Trials Network

1999-2001 2017-2019

14% minority 25% minority

• Most of the increase has been 
in Black/African American and 
Hispanic populations 
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NCI Summit on Increasing Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion in Early Phase Clinical Trials (Nov. 16, 2022)

Hosted by NCI Equity & Inclusion Program 
November 16, 2022
Registration information forthcoming at 
cancer.gov and Twitter (@theNCI)

Session topics (tentative): 

ü Regulatory expectations and 
policies for increasing diversity 
in clinical trials

ü DEI success stories

ü Hearing from community health 
workers and patient advocates

ü Partnerships to promote equity 
and inclusion in NCI trials 

Aim: Identify and discuss the 
implementation of best practices 
for increasing inclusion and equity 
in NCI cancer clinical trials.
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Supporting more R01 research grant awards: 
A top priority for NCI

NCI Bottom Line: A Blog about Grants and More



21Read more at cancer.gov/research/annual-plan
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President’s NCI Budget and Enacted Appropriations
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President’s
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Enacted 
Appropriation • Strong bipartisan 

support for cancer 
research across 
Congress

• Congress has 
declined to cut 
funding to cancer 
research – even in 
challenging budget 
cycles

Source: NCI Budget Fact Book
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www.cancer.gov
www.cancer.gov/espanol
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@NCIDirector
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Thank 
you! 


